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10. Remarkable Rocks Walk

Follow this wheelchair accessible trail to the stunning geological feature 
of Remarkable Rocks. The wind-sculpted rocks can be seen as artworks in 
progress – a 500 million year old story of change. Interpretive signs explain 
the formation of the granite boulders. 

Drownings have occurred at Remarkable Rocks. Please read the warning 
signs. For safety reasons access to the seaward side of the granite  
dome is prohibited. 

Access: The walk starts at the Remarkable Rocks car park,  
16 kilometres from Flinders Chase Visitor Centre.

Refer to pages 22-25.

Walk
15 min return
1 km return
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Trail Descriptions

11. Weirs Cove Hike

Imagine spending three months or more waiting for fresh supplies. Hike  
to Weirs Cove to understand the extreme hardship for lightkeepers involved 
in getting the shopping home. Discover the method of landing people and 
supplies along this treacherous coastline.

Access: Begin this hike at the lighthouse sign shelter, at Cape du Couedic. 
Refer to pages 22-25.

Moderate 
Hike

50 min return
3 km return
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12. Admirals Arch Walk

Follow the signs to the boardwalk and ponder on the eventual creation  
of the third Casuarina Islet. Allow plenty of time to enjoy the frolicking  
New Zealand Fur-seals. Read about their remarkable recovery from the 
uncontrolled hunting of the early 1800s.

Access: The walk begins at the Admirals Arch car park at Cape du Couedic, 
situated on the south-west corner of Flinders Chase National Park.

Refer to pages 22-25.

 
 

 

 

Walk
15 min return
1 km return
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Trail Descriptions

13. Cape du Couedic Hike

This hike provides spectacular coastal cliff top views as it meanders 
between the Cape du Couedic Lightstation and Admirals Arch car park. 
Discover the varied and impressive techniques that plants use to grow 
here. Find out about Aboriginal connections with Cape du Couedic and 
how they survived in this harsh environment. Contemplate the perils of 
being shipwrecked here 110 years ago. Look for the water pool built by the 
lighthouse builders and watch for those who still use it today.

Access: This hike begins at the lighthouse sign shelter.

Refer to pages 22-25.

Moderate 
Hike

40 min return
2 km return
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14. Lighthouse Heritage Walk

Take a stroll around the Cape du Couedic Lightstation and immerse yourself 
in history. Marvel at the magnificence of the tower, the endurance of the 
lightkeepers and their families, and learn about ‘Life on the Edge’ from signs 
along the trail.

Access: Follow the signs from the lighthouse sign shelter to begin this walk.

Refer to pages 22-25.

Walk
10 min return
600 m return
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Trail Descriptions

15. Platypus Waterholes Walk

Walk from the Flinders Chase Visitor Centre across Black Swamp to the 
Rocky River, where patience may be rewarded with the sighting of a 
Platypus. Allow time to view the waterholes from a series of platforms,  
a hide and lookout. A multitude of birdlife, kangaroos, wallabies, geese, 
echidnas and goannas are regularly seen on this walk.

Access: This walk begins at the Flinders Chase Visitor Centre. A shorter  
walk (suitable for wheelchairs) to the waterholes can be accessed from  
a car park off Shackle Road.

Note: No toilet facilities at Platypus Waterholes car park.

Refer to pages 22-25.

Walk
2 hours return
4.5 km return
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16. Discovery Walk

This short walk will take you from the Flinders Chase Visitor Centre to the 
Walking Trail Information Shelter overlooking Black Swamp. Interpretive  
signs along the way will help hone your wildlife observation skills.

Signs at the shelter give information about other hikes and walks  
accessed from here.

Access: This walk leaves from and returns to the Flinders Chase Visitor Centre.

Refer to pages 22-25.

Walk
10 min return
400 m return
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Trail Descriptions

17. Rocky River Hike

Linked with the Platypus Waterholes Walk, this half-day hike takes you 
through the diverse habitats of Rocky River. The trail meanders  
through forest and woodland, providing picturesque views of the river  
and opportunities to watch for Platypus. Listen for honeyeaters in the  
forest canopy, and look for delicate orchids in winter and spring.

Access: This hike starts at Flinders Chase Visitor Centre and includes the 
Platypus Waterholes Walk. Alternatively, the trail can be started from  
Rocky River Bridge on West Bay Road, or the Platypus Waterholes car  
park off Shackle Road.

Refer to pages 22-25.

Moderate 
Hike

3 hours return
9 km return
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18. Snake Lagoon Hike

Starting at Snake Lagoon, this popular trail winds through Sugar Gums and 
mallee before descending into the Rocky River valley. The trail crosses Rocky 
River and meanders along its bank to the mouth, providing spectacular 
views through the valley and across the Southern Ocean.

Access: Snake Lagoon is located 9 km from Flinders Chase Visitor Centre  
off the West Bay Road.

Refer to pages 22-25.

Moderate 
Hike

1.5 hours return
3 km return
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Trail Descriptions

19. Sandy Creek Hike

Follow the bank of Sandy Creek before descending into the creek bed for 
the last section through sand dunes and onto a large sandy beach. Here 
time can be forgotten while relaxing and watching the Southern Ocean 
pound against the shore.

Access: This hike begins on West Bay Road approximately 10 km from 
Flinders Chase Visitor Centre.

Refer to pages 22-25.

Moderate 
Hike

1.5 hours return
3 km return
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20. Breakneck River Hike

Follow the Breakneck River through forest, woodland, mallee and coastal 
heath to a picturesque little beach, hemmed in by limestone cliffs. 

Deep permanent pools occur near the coast, offering birdwatchers a great 
vantage point to observe the many species of birds that inhabit the area.

Breakneck River is one of a few rivers in the world that has its whole 
catchment within a conservation reserve.

Access: This hike begins on the West Bay Road, approximately 13 km from 
Flinders Chase Visitor Centre.

Refer to pages 22-25.

Moderate 
Hike

2.5 hours return
6 km return
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Trail Descriptions

21. Ravine des Casoars Hike

This loop trail follows the ravine valley to the coast, passing along the creek 
bank and high above the valley floor, providing spectacular views. The 
French explorer, Nicolas Baudin, observed the Kangaroo Island Emu here in 
1802, mistakenly identifying them as Cassowary. Tragically, the Kangaroo 
Island Emu became extinct at least ten years before the first official  
settlement in 1836. 

Access: The hike begins on the Ravine des Casoars Road, 7 km south of the 
Playford Highway, near Cape Borda Lightstation.

Refer to pages 22-25.

 
 
 

 
 
 

Hard Hike
4 hours return

8 km return
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22. The Oval Hike

This trail meanders south from Cape Borda Lightstation through dense  
Bull Oak, mallee heath and native pines, before reaching a clearing in the 
middle of the bush. The lighthouse keepers used this clearing for growing 
vegetables and crops to feed livestock, and for recreation. A wonderful hike 
for viewing wildflowers, particularly orchids, and the occasional echidna.

Access: This trail begins at Cape Borda Lightstation.

Refer to pages 22-25.
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Moderate 
Hike

1.5 hours return
4 km return
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Trail Descriptions

23. Clifftop Hike

This short trail is the perfect complement to a guided tour at Cape Borda 
Lightstation. Meander through the picturesque rock gardens, and observe 
how the vegetation shortens and changes as you near the cliff top.  
A stone lookout provides an ideal vantage point for spotting whales  
and dolphins.

Access: This trail starts at Cape Borda Lightstation.

Refer to pages 22-25.

Moderate 
Hike

30 min return
1 km return
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24. Return Road Hike

Starting at Harveys Return this hike wanders through low Sugar Gum  
woodland, passing groves of native pine near the Lightkeepers Cemetery. 
Take a side trip when you cross the road to view the spectacular coastline 
at Scott Cove. The hike follows the lightkeepers’ old cart track used for 
transporting supplies between Harveys Return and Cape Borda, which 
they called ‘The Return Road’. Look for cobblestones which indicate the 
alignment of the original track.

Access: This hike can begin at either Harveys Return or Cape Borda 
Lightstation.

Refer to pages 22-25.

    

Moderate 
Hike

3 hours return
9 km return
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Trail Descriptions

25. Harveys Return Hike

This short hike follows the original route used by the Cape Borda Lightkeepers 
who hauled their stores up from Harveys Return using a horse and capstan 
(horse-drawn winch), and small rail cars. For geology enthusiasts, there are 
spectacular outcrops of tightly folded, thinly bedded schists. Below the 
capstan, the trail is very steep, so walkers should descend carefully.

Access: The trail begins at the Harveys Return Campground on the  
Playford Highway.

Refer to pages 22-25.

kilometres 0 1

Hard Hike
1 hour return
1.5 km return
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26. Waterfall Creek Hike

Follow the trail from the car park down the valley to the creek.  
Stepping stones lead you up a small winding trail through sheoak trees, to a 
lookout with spectacular views of a winter waterfall. The sheoaks provide a 
valuable food source for the elusive, endangered Glossy Black-Cockatoo. 

Access: This hike begins in the car park in the Western River Wilderness 
Protection Area, off Colmans Road.

Refer to pages 22-25.

 
 

W
aterfall 

Creek

Moderate 
Hike

2 hours return
5 km return



D'Estrees Bay

This self-guided nature drive begins at the second boat 
ramp seven kilometres from the junction of Elsegood 
Road and D’Estrees Bay Road. It will take you to the end 
of D’Estrees Bay Road adjacent to Sewer Beach. The drive 
is approximately eight kilometres in length. The trail symbol of an 
Osprey and the stop number mark designated stops at points of interest along 
the drive. In 1803 the French explorer Nicolas Baudin circumnavigated Kangaroo 
Island. He named this long, sweeping bay after Jacques D’Estrees (1660–1737), a 
French author, Marshall of France, Vice-Admiral and Minister of State.
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Self-guided drive

You can purchase a copy of this guide at any Kangaroo Island Park’s office.

 The D'Estrees Bay Self-guided Drive
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Phytophthora (pronounced fy-TOFF-thora) species are soil and waterborne 
fungi that cause disease and often death to a wide variety of native 
plant species, exotic fruits and vegetables. The most common species is 
Phytophthora cinnamomi which is also referred to as Pc.

Phytophthora attacks the roots and stems of plants. Early symptoms of the 
disease are root-rot, and depending on the plant species, stem rot and 
eventual death. Susceptible plants die from an inability to take up  
sufficient water and nutrients. The first symptoms of infection are the  
yellowing of the foliage followed by dieback of the entire plant.

You can help stop the spread of Phytophthora on Kangaroo Island by  
preventing the transfer of infested soil or plant material please:

•	 avoid driving, riding or walking in areas  
when soils are wet and sticky

•	 stay on designated roads, tracks and trails

• 	 brush soil off vehicles, bikes, boots and  
camp gear before and after each trip

•	 obey ‘Road Closed’ signs

•	 use wash down or hygiene  
stations when provided.

Beware... deadly Cinnamon Fungus
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 The National Parks Code

Help protect your national parks by following these guidelines:

•	 Leave your pets at home.

•	 Take your rubbish with you.

•	 Wood fires permitted only where designated. Gas fires  
elsewhere. No fires on declared Total Fire Ban Days (the CFS 
broadcasts notices on local radio 891 ABC and 765 5CC or  
check CFS hotline 1300 362 361).

•	 Camp only in designated areas.

•	 Respect geological and heritage sites.

•	 Keep our wildlife wild. Do not feed or disturb animals, 
or remove native plants.

•	 Keep to defined vehicle tracks and walking trails.

•	 Be considerate of other park users.

•	 Help prevent the spread of the deadly cinnamon fungus; 
please comply with walking trailhead instructions.

Thank you for leaving the bush in its natural state  
for the enjoyment of others.

Please remember...

Tammar  Wallaby

Macropus eugenii
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Wildlife notes

Slow down for native wildlife

Kangaroo Island is refuge to an abundant array of native wildlife.  
Unfortunately too many are killed on the roads.

Please reduce your speed because:

•	 Echidnas are slow moving animals.

•	 Goannas need to bask in the sun before becoming active.

•	 Nocturnal animals are active at night.

•	 Your headlights can dazzle nocturnal animals.

Please don’t feed the wildlife

Please don’t feed the wildlife – let them fend for themselves because:

•	� Human food may be poisonous to wildlife. 
It can seriously disrupt their digestive systems.

•	� Feeding changes natural behaviour patterns  
which are essential for survival in the bush.

•	� Feeding can cause dangerous situations when  
animals become aggressive and cause injury.

Keep our wildlife healthy

Wildlife Watching Guidelines

Always remember:

•	 Stay on the trail.

•	 Put the animals’ welfare first.

•	 Move slowly and quietly.

•	 Observe from a distance.

•	 Use binoculars for that close-up look.

For your safety
All native animals in national and conservation parks and conservation 
reserves are wild and should be observed and photographed from a 
distance. This minimises disturbance to the animal and allows you to observe 
many of the natural behaviours exhibited by native animals in the wild.



56 Parks of Kangaroo Island 

Fires are an integral part of the functioning of many South Australian 
ecosystems. Indeed, many species of plants fail to reproduce without fire  
as an agent in their life cycle.

Kangaroo Island’s parks have experienced a number of large wildfires 
throughout their history.

The Department for Environment and Heritage manages fire in the state’s 
parks to protect life, property and environmental assets and to enhance  
the conservation of natural and cultural heritage.

For your personal protection you need to know:

• 	� Radiant heat from bushfires is the chief killer. The basic principles of  
survival, whether in a house or in a car, are shelter from radiant heat  
and not to panic.

• 	� In a fire the air temperature near the ground is slightly 
cooler and although uncomfortable to breathe, there is  
more oxygen in the air at ground level.

• 	� Avoid bushfires. Your curiosity could endanger your own life and the  
lives of others.

Fire – for your safety

Scarlet Bottlebrush

Callistemon rugulosus



If you are directly threatened by a fire while in the park, please observe  
the following rules:

In a car
• 	 Do not drive through thick smoke.

• 	� Stop the vehicle on bare ground off the roadway  
or in an area of least undergrowth.

• 	 Wind up the windows and close all air vents.

• 	� Turn the ignition off and switch on headlights  
and hazard warning lights.

• 	� Shelter from radiant heat by lying on the floor  
and covering yourself with a rug or woollen blanket or any  
other non-flammable covering.

•	 Drink water to minimise the risk of dehydration.

• 	� Stay in the car until the main fire-front passes and the  
temperature has dropped.

• 	� When you get out, cover all exposed skin, move  
away from the car and stay on bare or burnt ground.

On foot
• 	� Do not run uphill or away from the approaching  

fire unless you know of a safe refuge nearby.

• 	 Do not run through a fire-front.

• 	 Choose an open space, clearing or track.

• 	 Clear away as much flammable material as possible.

• 	 Cover all exposed skin surfaces.

• 	 Drink water to minimise the risk of dehydration.

• 	� Seek shelter from the radiant heat behind a log or  
large rock if possible, or in a depression in the ground.

• 	 Lie face down on the ground.

Panic and ignorance are significant contributing factors to death from fire 
- be prepared.
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